XII                         INTRODUCTION
make the present volume, as far as possible, both a history of and a contribution to the sex-educational movement.
With this object in mind? and the determination to disregard the remnants of prudery which still survive among us, certain features that have been only touched on in many leading works of sexology, and that are still more often ignored, are here given the consideration that their importance warrants. This is especially true of the birth control movement, with its intensely interesting and romantic history. This movement, which is now exercising a tremendous influence upon the population, and no less upon the conjugal relations of countless people, throughout the civilized world, is inseparably bound up with the problems of sex. The biological, social and ethical bases of birth control are factors that cannot be ignored in a broad and truthful presentation of the sex question.
It was felt, too, that the importance of psycho-analysis, with its notable contributions to the field of sexual knowledge and its technical literature, requires a special chapter. So this